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Deportation of Bishop Reeves Attacked 


(Geneva) ~ The deportation of the Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, Anglican bishop of 
Johannesburg, has met with sharp opposition from church leaders and others. 


The World Council, in a statement issued within hours of receipt of reports 
here, said it would ask that a full report be prepared by its member churches in 
the Union of South Africa of the circumstances surrounding the ouster of the 60- 
year old Anglican prelate. 


It said, "We deeply regret reports received here that Bishop Reeves, who is 
a member of the (WCC 1s) Central Committee is unable to continue his work in South 
Beet call. 


Bishop Reeves, long an outspoken foe of the South African government's apar 
theid policies, was deported two days after his return to Johannesburg from England 
where he had spent the last five months. The action was taken under a law that 
provides that anyone not a South African can be deported "in the public interest". 
Dr, Reeves is a British subject. 


Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, said, "I cannot prophesy 
what may happen in the future. It may be that every Christian body in South 
Africa will speak out individually to protest against any wanifestation of relig- 
ious persecution. If every Christian spoke out fearlessly, the situation could 
be transformed overnight." 


Dr. Leslie Hewson, president of the Methodist Conference in South Africa, 
deplored the absence of an “authoritative statement showing conclusively why Bishop 
Reeves' continued presence and work in South Africa threatened the security of the 
state. In the absence of such evidence, his deportation will be regarded by free- 
dom—loving people throughout the world as a grave attack on the right of free 
speech," he said. 
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Other protests from South African churchmen includda request from the 
Christian Council, which represents 27 South African churches and missions, to the 


Minister of the Tanaries that there be an immediate review of the government's 
action. 


The Cape Times in Cape Town said in an editorial that “if Dr. Reeves had behaved 
subversively he should have been prosecuted". The effect of his summary expulsion, 
it said, would be that "within a very few weeks the legend will have grown up that 
an Anglican bishop was expelled because he revealed the 'truth' about Sharpeville". 


ie England the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffroy Francis Fisher, said he 
s “deeply sorry" that Bishop Reeves is not allowed to continue his work. 


The Bishop of Woolwich, the Rt. Rev. J.A.T. Robinson, said the action means 
that “the British ene should now abandon its velvet-gloved handling of South 
wfrican affairs: The way in which the Bishop was treated vrovides one more proof 
that we are dealing here with a police state that fears to face the truth." 


the Christian World, a Congregationalist periodical also »ublished in London, 
attributed the action "to a species of political insanity rather than to a love of 
tyranny for its own sakc. It is a mark of the insane that they see one objective 


Glearly, but are oblivious to all the collateral facts associated with it," 2teeaeams 


"It is so in Mouth Africa, where little temporary objectives ore goined while there 
seems to be no conception of the gathering cloud of ill-will and moral condemnation 


both within and without the Union's borders, which may one day burst in one of the | | i 


most fatal storms of history." 


An editorial in the Church of England Newspaper struck a more moderate note. 
"The influence of the Church is not best expressed in outright condemnation of 
apartheid", it said. "Separatism as a temp rary neasure of policy is a defensible 
Christian opinion. It is the unbending application of scparatism and the con-— 
ception (to all intents and purposes ) of a separated society as an ultimate ob- 
jective that is outside the possible range of Christian opinion. Such pressure as 
is brought to bear upon South African opinion from outside should take account of 
Gtstinctions such as this." EPS, Geneva. 


All-Africa Lutheran Confcrence Hears Unity Discussion 


(Antsirabe, Madagascar) - Delegates attending the Second All-Africa Lutheran Con- 
ference here September 8-18, were told of efforts toward establishment of a single 
Lutheran Church in the Cameroun and in Tanganyika in reports from those countries. 


Registered for the conference were 119 persons from different parts of Africa 
and from Madagascar, onc Asian, and 56 from Europe and the United States. Twenty- 
eight different African tongucs were represented among conference participants. 


Bishop Heinrich Moyer of Litbeck, Germany, told the confcrence that Luthcrans 
must be "the most ecumenically-minded denomination of all". The bishop voiced a 
desire for “greater unification of Protestant churches in the different parts of 
Africa and all over the world. If we are scrious in what we believe, (that iS) ie 
the one universal Church, then we cannot rest content with the present state of dis- 
unity anong the churches." 


The Lutheran bishop, who is chairman of the LWF Commission on World Mission, 
emphasized that this "does not mean we aim at a Protestant copy of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church". He’ said “because we believe the One Universal Church to be a gift of 
God's grace-and not our own creation.., we can but pray" for its "consumation and 
full revelation" when Christ returns to assert his kingship over the whole carth. 


The vice-president of the Malagasy Lutheran Church defended confessionaltan 
Seva “true effort to Clarify and state the nature of the Gospel, the common under= 
Standing of which is the condition of the unity of the church". Professor Rakoto 
Andrianarijaona said that each Christian community "must therefore take seriously 


“its own confession, being always prepared t» cede on those points which secon against 


the authentic expression ~f cvangelical truth. Otherwise confessionalism is nerely 


Peis trumcnt tor the division of the Church of Christ". BPS, Geneva. 
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Consultation Stresses Physical Hcalth 


(Rome) - Concern for “equipping a man through health and physical education for 
service to God and fellow man" was the major theme of a World Consultation on Health 
and Physical Hducation held by the World Alliance of YMCA's in Rome, immediately 
following the Olympic Games. 


Dr. Paul M.:‘Limbert, of Geneva, World Alliance general secretary, in a concluding 
address told 80 delegates assembled from 18 countries, "We are concerned particular— 
ly with helping young men stand up amid the strains of modern life and fitting them 
to make an effective contribution in the community and the nation". 


He noted the consultation had “insisted over and over again that this is an 
integral part of the YMCA programme, not an optional item of secondary value" and 


that"health and physical education is a channel of major importance for achieving 4 


the basic purposes of the YMCA..." EPS, Geneva. 


el 
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Philippines Church Asks Full Communion With US Church ; 


(Manils) - The two million-member Philippine Independent Church has formally reques— 


ted the establishment of full communion with the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. 


The Philippine Independent Church was formed at the turn of the century when 

| almost three million Roman Catholics seceded from Rome after their failurc to per- 
| suade the Holy See to introduce reforms. In 1948 the Independent Church re-estab- — 
4 lished an cpiscopate in the historic succession through the Protestant Episcopal Pe 
Church in the United States. Action on the proposal is not expected before the next 
» meeting of the US Church's General Convention, September, 1961. HPS, Geneva. 


a a nr ne ry 


(New Homwc, ee) - Despite the confused situation in the Congo, some of the North 


scale movenent. Nineteen Presbyterian US (Southern) missionaries re-cntered the 


The Rev. Theodore L. Tucker, secretary of the Africa Committee of the National 
Council of Churches, USA, reports that the statement in EPS, No.31, based on July 
figures, was soon outdated by fast moving events in that country. The report quo— 
ted him as saying that most Amcrican Protestant missionaries were staying at their 
posts. . 


4 


"According to replies to questionnaires sont out by the Missionary Rescarch =i 


anda-Urundi) on July 1, 147 stayed on throughout the disturbances, 567 were evacu-~ 
Dated to ncighbouring African territories or Burope, and 286 came to the USA,’ he ree” 
pports. US consulateofficials advised evacuation of missionary families. 


: Dr. Tucker says that by August 25, well over 300 American missionaries were at 

® work in the Congo and various groups were planning to return. "African churches 
Shave sent invitations to missionaries to return, and American mission boards along 
with British and European are planning how best to continue thoir work in the Congo." 


Dr. Tucker observed that many of the American Protestant missionaries in the 

)} Congo are women and that it is unlikely that very many of them will be returned under. 
the present troubled circumstances. In Katanga, Methodist and Presbyterian men 
“missionarics arc returning. 
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' Missionaries Begin to Return to Congo ‘lg 


American missionaries who were evacuated have returned. As yet there is/no darec=ae 
Congo for conferences with Congolese Christian leaders. The union faculty of the= 99% 


ology in Elisabethville in the Katanga area still hopes to begin its term next month, — 
but transportation is a major problem. My 
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The Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of Churches plans to send 
a team to the Congo to investigate relicf and other interchurch aid necds there. 
(See EPs No.32). The Council has issued an appeal for funds to help inthe troub- 
led area. 

The Congo Protestant Relief Agenc:;, a unit of the Congo Protestant Council, 
has appealed for one hundred buropean and US doctors to help with the long-range 
shortage of medical personnel. 


Education in the Congo has also been handicapped by the withdrawal of Protestant © 
missionaries and lay Catholic teachers. Of the 106 sccondary schools in the Congo, 
Roman Cetholic missions operated 72, Protestants nine, and the government 25. fhe 
government has requested UN help in obtaining 1,500 secondary teachers. The Catho- 
1i¢ missionaries in the Congo, largely European, did not leave. 


The Rev. Chester Jump, a ficld secretary of the Ancrican Baptist Foreign Mis— 
Sionary Socicty who recently returned from the Congo, says that need for food in 
the Katanga area is particularly desperate. He says that the number of displaced 
persons of the Baluba tribe is placed conservatively at 200,000. EPS, Geneva, 
Service Will Mark Nigerian Independence 


a Snr eS ceee arene eon s0e>: Sr 
(Lagos, Nigoria) ~ A united Protestant service of thanksgiving and dedication will 
be held Sunday, October 2, at Lagos, Nigeria, in observance of Nigerian independence 
which will be formally proclaimed on October 1. 


The service will climax a month-long period of spiritual preparation in private 
and public prayers, including all-night vigils, sponsored by the Nigerian Christian 
Council. 


To draw attention to the spread of the Gospel in the country, members of the 
Boys Brigade, a Christian Youth organization, wil. run a 75-mile relay marathon 
from Calabar, where missionarics first landed, to Lagos, the capital, near where 


| the Gospel was first preached in 1@42. EPS, Goneva. iy 
4 
New Book Honours Dr. Visser 't Hooft y 
(Geneva) - A new book of essays on the ecumenical movement has been published in ‘ 
the Netherlands in honour of the 60th birthday of Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, Dutch- r 
born general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 
The first copy of the book "Ockumene in 't Vizier" ("Focussing on the Ecumenical ‘ 
Movement") was presented to Dr. Visser 't Hooft at a birthday celebration given in - 
his honour at the World Council headquarters by the organization's employees. \ 


Editors of the new volume arco Dr, W. F. Golterman and Professor Dr. J, ©. 
Hoekendijk. Its twenty authors, all of whom are Dutch, include the editors and 

such prominent Duteh church leaders as Dr. Hendrick Kramer, Dr. Egbert de Vries, 

Wee C.A.retagn, Dr. H. Berkhot and Dr. F. F. oH. J. Berkelbach van der Sprenkel, 

mo nas contributed an article entitled "Memories" on Dr. Visser 't Hooft's early 

days in the ecumenical movement. A prominent lay leader of the Roman Catholic 

Church, Dr. H. van der Linden, has also contributed an article. Authors represent 

the Dutch Reformed, Lutheran, and Congregational Churches and Re-Reformed Churches 2 
in the Netherlands. EPS, Geneva. 


No Compensation To Churches For Nationalising Schools in Ceylon 


(Colombo) - Badiudin . Mahnud, minister of education in Ceylon, has annowmecd that 
the government will not pay any compensation to the Christian denominations whose 
schools are to be nationalised. The Minister of Education stated in Parliament 
that it would be “immoral” even to make a request for compensation. 


A new bill has been drafted, according to which no churches may be built in 
future without special permission from the government, and such permission cannot 
Nbe given unless at least a thousand members of the denomination reside within half- 
mile from the proposed now building. Churches which arc in close proximity to 
bildings of archaeological interest arc to be pulled down. EPS, Goneva. 
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IWF Commission on World Missions Attacks Race Di scrinination ¥ 


(Bukoba, Tanganyika) - Sixty representatives of American, European, African and 
Asian churches attending the annual neeting of the Lutheran World Federation's Con- 
mission on World Mission accepted "an obligation to remove from our nidst all 
vestiges of discrimination of race, culture, or nation". 


Calling for eradication of "all attitudes and practices of racial discrini- 


nation" the Commission in its first uceting in Africa urged all Lutheran churches 
everywhere to pray and work for this goal. “1 


‘ 


In other actions the Commission agreed to contribute to an inter-confessional ; 
theological training programme in Africa and announced plans for a consultation on 
theological education and Christian literature for Chinese-speaking Lutheran 
churches of south-east Asia in Hong Kong in Novenber. 


In 2 move described as “unprecedented" the Commission coviended to Lutherans ; 
in the Cameroun participation in a united theological faculty at Yaoundé sponsored 
by the Theological Education Fund of the International Missionary Council. fGe ek 
Lutheran nission boards ~ US and Norwegian - working in the country decide to take’ — 
part, the Commission will give $10,000 to the project. . 


The Connission also voted to postpone the Second All Asia Lutheran Conferences aia 
scheduled for October 1961 in Prapat, Indonesia, until a tine yet to be determine daa 


A board of directors for the Lutheran World Broadcasting Service was appointed. a! 
Dr. Sigurd Aske, former Lutheran Free Church of Norway missionary, was naried direc- 
tor of the service, He will supervise the erection of a new 100-kilowatt radio Sa 
station in Addis Abba, Ethiopia. BPS, Geneva. ce. 


. 
tA 


Members of New Vatican Secretariat Naned Cae 


(Rone, Italy) - Pope John XXIII has naiied ten nembers to the new Vatican Secretari- 
at for Relations With Non-Roman Catholic Christians to prepare for the forthcoming (G 
Second Vatican Council. Augustin Cardinal Bea is the hcad of the secretariat ‘ands iss 
hs secretary is Father J.F.M.Willebrands of the Netherlands. (See EPS Nos.32 aid 
34 Wh 


On the list are lisgr. John Carmel Heenan, archbishop of Liverpool; Wsgr. © a Sk 
Laurent Jager, archbishop of Paderborn, Germany; lisgr. Joseph—Marie Martin, archery) a3 

p bishop of Rouen, France; Msgr. Francois Charriére, bishop of Lausanne, Geneva and a 
| Fribourg, Switzerland; Msgr. Enile de oniedt, Bishep cf Bruges, and Mser., Picter- 
Antoon Nierman, bishop of Groningen, Netherlands. Others naned are Msgr. Josef 


is reas ; i a : : Pah * 
Hofer, ecclesiastical councillor of the Gernan Enbassy to the Holy See and Msgr. © Hype 
Michel Maccarrone, sccrotary of the Pontifical conmission of historic sciences, al 
Father Charles Boyer, 5.J., professor at the Gregorian College in Rone; and Fa ther a 
James Cunningham, of the missionaries of St. Paul the Apostle. Bs 

The Pope also named fifteen consultants, according to KIPA, Roman Catholic News ~ 
agency in Switzerland, They include Fathers Jean-Christophe Dunont and Jerome ee 
ney Dy fee) ae 

Hamer, both Dominicans of France; Father Gregory Baun, Augustinian, Canada; of 
Father Gustav Weigel, S.J., and Father George Tavard, Franciscan, USA. EPS, Geneva He 
7 ae 
5) | iv d si "i 
New Plans tor Postponed Pan-Orthodox Mecting meee 
(Goneva) - A meeting of Eastern Orihodox prelates, which had been postponed "until a 
further notice” will probably be hold late in.1961, according to’ infornation eer 

a received at the World Council of Churches. 

Father Emilien Tiniadis, representative to the WCC of the Ecumcnical Patriar- J 
Chate of Constantinoplc, said a preparatory meeting for the Pan-Orthodox Council 
is tentatively schedulcd for Easter on the Island of Rhodcs. The Council is sae 
"bring together reprosentatives of all the Eastorn Orthodox patriarchates and i. 


churches to discuss Christian unity. EPS, Geneva. 
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e Peace Conference Denounces “Crusade Idealogy" 


(Praguc) - The Third Prague Peace Conference has concluded here with a strongly- 
worded message denouncing the identification of the Christian faith with anti- 
Communism as "a crusade ideology completely incompatible with the Cross of Christ". 


The 200 theologians and church leaders, only about half of whom cane from 
HBastern European countries, called upon Christians to stop "blindly condemning one 
‘another as representatives of opposing ideologics and power blocs". 


"We shall not win peace unless wo venturc to mcct one another so that we can talk 
together and learn to respect and love each other," they declared 


The message urged all Christians to work for peace and the abolition of problems 
fin potential trouble spots. It mentioned particularly Gormany, Asia and Africa. 


Today, it said, "morc than ever the atmosphcre is poisoned by the cold war, 
which incovitably leads to hot war." 


ut : . : ' ay * . * 

But instead of wnanimously defending mankind against this menace, the Christian 
churches are divided among themsclves, mainly owing to thcir false allegiance to 
secular power—blocs." 


Theme of the six-day conference (September 6-11) was "Towards an Era of Peace 
‘for Mankind". 


The Conference itself was the subject of some sharp attacks from Westcorn European” 
“newspapors and churches. The Danish daily newspaper "Kristcligt Dagblad", Copenhagen, 
B criticised it for providing “useful theological backing for Communist peace pro- 
paganda". It expressed concern that instead of unifying the European churches, it 
smight result in setting up "a separate bloc of Eastern European churches - a sort 

of Eastern ecumenical front". 


The conference was criticized in advance in a circular letter sent by the United 
) Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany, Hannover, to its member churches. 


The letter scored what it termed "its lack of realism in over simplifying the 
theological and political problems confronting it". 


Defense of the confcrence came from two prominent West Gcrman church leaders. 
Dr. Martin Nieméller, president of the Church of Hessen-Nassau, who delivered one of 
Bthe main conference addresses, said in an interview on his roturn that the Prague 
wincetings are important because they give the only opportunity for encounter for church © 
leaders from Eastern Europe, other than through the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Hans-Heinrich Harms, senior pastor of St. llichaclis Church, Hamburg, and 
Brorier World Council of Churches staff member, said it was a mistake to think of the 
boonference as "a sort of red ecumonical movement". Dr. Harms said the conference 

Was particularly valuable because it provides the setting in which Eastern European 
church leaders could freely express their opinions in conversation with Vestern church 
Mesders. Or. Harms attended as an official observor for the Conference of Huropean 
mchurches. 


Delegates came from both East and West Germany and the USSR, Poland, Rumania, 
"Hungary, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, England, 
‘the Netherlands, Italy, Indonesia, India, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Austria, 
"Switzerland, Sweden and the United States. EPS, Goneva. 
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The discovery of an carly Christian monument on the island of Anorgos 
in the Aegean Sea has becn reported by an Athens University lecturer in Byzantine 
archaeology. Mr. ©. Calokyris, said excavations have uncovered 14 large columns 
and various seulptures on the site of ancient Catapoliani. 


aS aS 


More than 1600 youth (age 18-25) have registered for the Ecumenical Youth 
Conference to be held in Lower Hutt, Wellington, New Zealand, Decenber 2 {9° LOGON 
January 4, 1961, by the New Zealand National Council of Churches. The conference 
will bring together young people of all the NCC's member churches, most of which 
have cancelled denominational conferences nornally held at the Christmas season. 


aks 


An organization called Modern livangelisation Methods in Africa (MITA) has been 
formed in South ifrica to carry the Gospel message to non-whites by means of 
recordings in their own languages. 


* x 


World Wide Communion Sunday will be observed by Christians in more than 50 
countries on October 2. The services will begin at sunrise in New Zealand and the 
Fiji Islands on one side of the international date line and will pass on westward 
following the sun and ending on tho other side of the dateline in Alaska and the 
Aleutians. In many parts of the world they will be preceeded by a 24-hour prayer 
i Ole 


Ke E 


Pope John XXIII has indicated that the Holy Sce will take part in the 1964 New 
York World's Fair "as a gesture of trotherhood". The Catholic Church was represen- 
ted by a large pavilion at the Brussels World's Pair two years ago. 


US AS 


Characters portraying Jesus Christ and His disciples speak Japanese in six new 
films being distributed in Japan by AVACO (tho Audio Visual Activities Commission) 


' of the Japan National Council of Churches, Japanese sound tracks have been syn- 
© chronized to the lip movenents of the cast who speak English in the original films 


i A 
4 


which were produced by Family Films in the United States. Sinilar sound tracks are 
also being prepared for an additional seven filns which when completed will bring to 
83 the nunber of AVACO films available with Japanese sound tracks. 


* * 


Father Enilien Timiadis, representative of the Bcunmenical Patriarchate of 


) Constantinople to the World Council of Churches, has been named titular Bishop of 


Meloes, a See in Asia Minor, by His Holiness Athenagoras, Patriarch of Constantin- 


ople. The consecration service will take place Sunday, September 25, at the Church 
mot St. Stephen, Paris. Archbishop .thenagoras of London will preside. Bishop- 
elect Tiniadis will continue his work at the World Council. 


Ti TiS 


Professor Anton Vladimirovich Kartashov, 85, one of the founders of St. Sergius 
Orthodox Theological Institute in Paris, died in Paris on Septenber 10. A distin- 
guished historian, the Russian Orthodox professor was the first ninister of cults 
in the provisional Russian governuent in 1917 and opened the representative church 


council which restored the patriarchate of the Russian Church after a break of nearly 
two centurics. 
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The Rev. John Garrett, director of the Departnent of Information of the World 
Council of Churches since 1954, has been named principal of Camden College, Glebe, 
Sydney, Australia. He will also teach church history in the united theological 
faculty at the University of Sydney. He takes up his new duties as head of the 
Congregational theolovical college in November. M, Philippe Maury, general 
secretary of the World's Student Christian Federation, becomes the new World Council 
Information director in April 1961. 


ee 


Canon Richard D, Sey, rector of Hatfield, and fomer general secretary of the 
British Council of Churches (1947-1955) has been nominated by the Queen for election 
as the next Bishop of Rochester. He is a member of the Church of England Overseas 
Council and Council on Inter-Church Relations and has taken an active part in af 
fairs of the World Council of Churches. 


* % 


Hl Sayed Ahned Naguib Hashen, minister of education of the United Arab Republic, 
in a recent interview gave assurance that the Government has no intention of follow- 
ing the example of the adjoining provinces in the Sudan and nationalising the 
Christian schools. "As long as these schools observe the law", he said, "we have 
no objection to then." According to thre law, Christian schools must be under the. 
direction of citizens of the United Arab Republic, which means in practice that 
schools are often under the jurisdiction of Moslens 


Wy leak 


4& booklet of excerpts fron wnsolicited letters received by Dr. J. Robert Nelson, 
on his resignation as dean of Vanderbilt Divinity School, Nashville, Tenn., has been 
privately printed, Dr. Nelson resigned as dean because the University's Board of 
Trust refused to reinstate expelled Negro student, the Rev. James M. Lawson. Dr. 
Nelson has joined the faculty of Princeton Theological Seninary. (See EPS No.24) 
Mr. Lawson completed his work at the Boston University School of Theology and has 
been assigned as a pastor of the Scott Menorial Methodist Church, a Negro con- 
gregation, in Shelbyville, Tenn.. 


AS ox 


Indonesia's first Christian newspaper Maranatha, a weekly which started pub- 
lication in May, already has nearly 5,000 subscribers and is aiming Lor a over 
of 10,000 readers by the end of this year. Content is directed to both Christian 
and non-Christian readers, Publishers are the Christian Press Agency, Djakarta. 


aS Se 


Riverside Church in New York City has established a now Fil broadcasting station 
to serve the metropolitan areca with 50 hours weekly of theological, educational and 
cultural programning. Children's progranmes and programmes for the local Spanish 
Speaking audience are included in the plans. Broadcasting is expected to begin 
early next year. 

* x 


Files 
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Special Report 
Relisious Issue In US Political Campaign 


Statements and counter-statements on the religious issue in US political life 
have been issued as the US presidential campaign goes into its final months. 


The storm centres around Sen. John F. Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, the candidate 


of the Democratic Party. No Roman Catholic has ever been elected president of the 
US. Both Sen. Kenedy and his Republican opponent, Vice-President Richard M.Nixon, 
have appealed to the voters to keep the religious issue out of the cai paign. Mr. 


Nixon is a Quaker who currently attends a Methodist Church. 


One hundred prominent educators, clergymen, and civic leaders issued a state- 
ment on religious liberty in relation to the 1960 campaign. The statement had ten 
“guide-lines" for action in the election. "We are anxious only that the voter's 
choice be made on truc and vital grounds and issues of the candidate's whole charac- 
ter and record, and not solely or primarily upon the matter of religious affiliation," 
the document said. 


wigners included the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, Protestant Episcopal Church, 
a president of the World Council of Churches; Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Boston; Archbishop Iakovos of the Greck Orthodox Church of 
North and South America, also a WCC president; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the 
Methodist Church; and Rabbi William F. Rosenblum. The sponsors signed "solely as 
individuals without reference to any official affiliation" or to political party. 


The statement said that exclusion of members of any faith from public office 
violates the US Constitution. It also said that no religious organization should 
seek to influence or dominate public officials for its own advantage and that no 
religious group should be given special advantages by the state or be allowed to 
use State agencies to restrict other faiths. 


It added that a candidate's faith and his affirmations of it should be viewed 
in “their-best light rather than their worst". 


Earlier another group, composed of 150 Protestant ministers, met in Washington 
D.C. and issued a statement sazving that any Roman Catholic president would be "under 
extreme pressure from the Catholic hierarchy" and might be unable to resist "the 
determined efforts of his church to breach the wall of separation between church and 
state". Their statement was challenged as'"blind prejudice" ty Dean John C.Bennett 
of Union Theological Seminary and Dr. Reinhold Neibuhr, noted theologian. 


Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, well-known preacher who had been prominently identi- 
fied as leader of the group in Washington, made a statement last week saying that 
he wished to sever connections with it completely. He said that he did not call 
the meeting of the group known as the Citizens for Religious Freedom and did not 
take part in preparation of its findings. However, he had appeared as chief 
spokesman for the group at its conclusion. Dr. Peale was attacked from many quar— 
ters. He told a New York Herald Tribune reporter "I was not duped - just stupid". 
The preacher said that the people had the right to choose "a Catholid, a Jew, or 
even somcone of no rcligious affiliation" and election should be on the basis of 
the man best qualified. 


Writing in Christianity and Crisis, an independent journal of Christian opinion, 
Deen Bennett spoke of two types of religious opposition to Kennedy. One is the 
type associated with "a kind of Protestant underworld", expressing itself in un- 
signed manifestoes and stirring up undisguised hatred of Catholics. The other 
"speaks as though it were trying to be fair", renounces bigotry, but ends up laun- 
ching "the most one-sided attack on the Roman Catholic Church, cuphasigzing the 
' worst in Spanish or Latin American Catholicism and interpreting Catholic teaching 
_ about religious freedom in the worst possible BeBe akan Wie 
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7 “What kind of a country do these Protestants want - a country in which 40 million 
citizens feel they are outsiders?" Dean Bernett asks. 


"World Outlook, Methodist mission magazine published in New York, in an editorial 
estating that it was speaking for itself and not the ten million members of the 
“Methodist Church, called voting against a candidate because of his religion, "bad 
“politics and worse relieion's 


On other fronts: 


Vice-President Nixon said in a television interview that he thought it would be 
Wtragic for the election to be determined "“orimarily or even substantially on reli= 
sgious grounds" and expressed the opinion that Senator Kennedy, if elected president, 
> would put the Constitution of the United States above any other consideration". He 
“suggested a "cut-off date" for expression of candidates! views on the subject in order 
"to keep the minds of voters on the issues that should decide the election. 


senator Kennedy told a group of Protestant ministers in Houston, Texas, that he 
Hbelieved in separation of church and state. my do not speak for my church on public 
‘natters and the church does not speak for me. 
= 
‘a “Whatever issue may come before me as president - on birth control, divorce, 
censorship, gambling, or any othcr matter — I will make my decision in accordance with 
Mwhat my conscience tells me to be the national interest, and without regard to outside 


Wreligious pressures or dictates," the Democratic Se said 
\s 


Opposition to the election of a Roman Catholic president was expressed by the 
General Presbytery, policy board of the Assemblies of God to which one million men- 
bers belong. They endorsed an article appearing in their denominational magazine, 


» The Pentecostal Evangel, which called attention to the Assenblies' fourteen-year battle ~ 
for religious freedom in Italy and to Protestant difficultics in Spain and Colombia. 

An independent weekly, Presbyterian Outlook, published in Richmond, Va., said the 
met ion "must have the best availablo leader whether he be, in this case, Quaker or 
= Catholic" Voters were urged to select the candidate "with the soundest pro- 


gramme, the ines wisdom, the character we can best trust in this hour of the world's 
“urgent needs." 


e # former National Council of Churches official, Mr. James W. Wine, now of Sen. 
“Kennedy! S staff, announced the formation of committees in all states to fight reiitgeiroue 
“prejudice and answer questions about the Democratic candidate's stand on church-state 
issues. First co-ordinator of such a state group is Mr. Francis Pickens Miller, 

eres byterian layman and political ieader. Me, Miller is a member of the: Gentrau 
Comittee of the World Council of Churches. 


Father John Courtney Murray, a Roman Catholic professor of theology at Woodstock 
Eollege, Maryland, wrote in the Jesuit weekly, Amcrica, asking Roman Catholics to shun 
menger in response to attacks. He declared that “anti-Catholic prejudice was as 
Boisonously alive today as it was’ in 1928", In that year Alfred E. Smith, the Demo- 
Veratic candidate and a Roman Catholic, was defeated in a caipaign in which his 
“religion was a major issue. 


i, Referring to anti-Catholicism as the "oldest American prejudice", Father Murray 
“said "now, if ever, is the time for the tradition of reason, which is the Catholic 
‘tradition, to assert itself. Only in its assertion is there hope for some health in 
mmerican politics". 


